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have since passed the frontier have been seized and
given up.

At the period of the conquest of Constantinople
by the Turks, the dependence of the Church of Russia
on that of Constantinople was considered by both
parties as affording powerful means of action to the
Sultan in Kussia.    What I have before stated would
suffice to show, that at  that period there was no
religious jealousy between Mussulmans and Christ-
ians.    The Church at Constantinople, far from suf-
fering by the Mussulman conquest, acquired prero-
gatives and authority such as it had never known
under the Christian Emperors.    It was  interfered
with neither in dogma nor in ceremony, and, more-
over, power was vested directly in its hands.    The
priests everywhere became municipal officers; the
prelates became judges in  many  civil  and in   all
ecclesiastical cases; and the Patriarchate was erected
into a supreme court for its nation, the sentence of
which was executed without pretence to  revision,
except in capital cases, by the Turkish authorities.
It had,  moreover,   administrative   functions,   and
apportioned the taxes between the provinces.    To
actual power was added dignity and respect. The con-
queror Mahomed II. himself held the stirrup of the
Patriarch when he came to visit him.    Nothing then
was more natural than an alliance of the Church